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Water Proposal. Puts U.5. Mediator 1n Spotlight

Deadline nears for
agreement o shift state’s
Colorado River surplus
from farmsto cities.

BYELISABETX SMOGREN
Times Sialy Writer

it off, which is scaring the citiss
and infurlating the farms that
are competing for tha precious
Tesource.

Southern California’s urben
waterworks and rural irrigation
districts are trying to agres ona
formula for weaning themaetves
from the extra Colorado River

10 20% by 2018,

Az the Bush adminisiration’s
assistant secretary for
water and Raley prom-

up at a manageable pace over 16

years.

1 they don't, it could disap-
Podr overnight — and a new dis-
pute will erupt over bow to divwy

Onthe table is & complex deal
that would transfsr water from
Imperial Valley farms to urben

Prenr

Atsosiaied.
WATER WAR: Inisrior's
Bennelt Raley says he won't use
his authority to tmpose a deal.

reduce the overall simount of wa-
ter the region takes from the
Colorado.

m%:g;mpcm-md
WRLAr Pay only $15.50 per
acre-foot — and have tham fal-
lzhup to 30,000 scres of land

18 million peopis In Southem
California. “Real leadership will
have o come to the table.”

water the state has been using
beyond its historic al

users in Sen Disgo County. The

transfer, app

But the Imperial Irrigation
District has yet to ap, the

Butmley gujdedbytbeld-
that

d, would help m.nsfe:whichwouldwhm

[See Watsr, Page B3]

States’ Water Dispute Puts Mediator in the Spothght

[Water, from Page BI]

the states should solve their own
problems, says he won't use his
authority to fmposs & desl. *Tt ix
up to Callfornia,” Reley said in
an nterview. “We're golngto give
them maxitmum opportunity to

come to their own solutions.”
Pailing that, he said, Interior
Gale Norton will en-
force “the [aw of the river.”

tary is the “water master” of the

Colorado River and has the right
to solve most disputes between
{he seven Western states that di-
vert water from the Colorade
Because California has taken
more than {{s fair share of the
Tiver for 50 many years, the other
six states have been pressuring

—., federal officials o reln in Califor-

e
~

nia now rather than later.

But the cities’ unhappiness is
nothing compared with that of
the rura! irrigation districts. Cu-
riously, they complain that

ba notwi

Job was herding sheep for a local
rancherwhenhewas 11

Years later, as a water lawyer

In private practice, he re-
Colorado

a
district in a dispute with an ur-
ban water system over water

‘It takes somebody bigger than us
to look at the situation and resolve it.”

Ron Gastel "

and chlef Ive of the

Los Anzelcsbasod Metropolitan Water Distrct

Andy Horne, one of the com-
tion District, is well aware of

pathy for what Imperial sees as
{ts plight Water exchanges such
as the ope being considered in
Bouthern California are com-
monplace sisewhare in the West,
he said. Besides, the deal being
offered 15 & good one.

‘T think (Ymperial] should
take i and run with i,” Raiey
said.

Raley did not make up the
Dec. 31 dssdline, He inherited i
from the past administration,
which brokered a deal

rights. And now
administration whose political
base is largaly rural and subur-
ban America.

A rancher's jacket, rather
than & trench coat, hangs from
the costrack in his Washingtoo,
D.C, office. The room iz full of
furniture that Raley built with
his own hands — a desX, sevaral
tablez, chests and picture
frames.

mlnvoﬂteumnyvmom
are backpacking sand ﬂyﬂ&bﬂn‘
in Wyoraing or camping on
buchonwmm‘:())ympie
Peninguls. Even his posture sug-

California snd the six other
states with rights to Colorado
River water. That deal allowed

that
water had to agree on a plan by
the end of this year.

the way the water is allocated

One thtng seems ceriain. The
other six states that recejve wa-
ter fram the Colorado are not go-
ing to take the pressure off Cali-
fornia, Any sympathy they might
have felt has withered in four
years of lithe rain.

“At the end of 2 four-year
drought, the patience in the
other states with a further slip-
page of derdlines is atmogt 3ero,”
Raley said.

Not all Californians who have
dealt with Raley have been un-
happy with him. Assemblyman
Bob Hertzberg (D-Sherman
Oaks), former spesker of the
lower bouss, bas nothing but

praise.

“He’s taken a bard line, but
that's the right thing to do, be-
cause we've got a problem and
we've got to solve it said
Hertzberg, who moderated two
months of negotistions that re.
suited in & tentative agreement.

Hertaberg, a partisan Demo-
crat who said he is not accus-
tomed to praising Republicans,
'was one of several California offi-
cials who lauded Raley and his
team for thelr knowledge of wa-
terlssues.

“These guys get the water
world," be said.

Hertzberg also was surprised
that despite all the talk of bad
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